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many tears, though he qualified himself for that sacred dignity by the
most perfect purity of mind and body and by a long and fervent preparation.
Maurice, the Archdeacon of Rennes, who was formerly by his office per-
petual vicar of the bishop, appointed him official or ecclesiastical judge for
that diocese. St Yvo protected the orphans and widows, defended the
poor, and administered justice to all with an impartiality, application,
and tenderness which gained him the goodwill even of those who
lost their causes. He never pronounced sentence without shedding
many tears, always having before his eyes the tribunal of the sovereign
Judge, where he himself was one day to appear and to stand silent
at the bar.

Many bishops strove who should be so happy as to possess him:
his> own prelate, Alan Le Bruc, Bishop of Treguier, carried the point and
obliged him to leave Rennes. The saint by his care soon changed the
face of this diocese and reformed the cleigy. The bad feared him, the
good found in him a father, and the great ones respected him. Though
himself a judge in quality of official, he solicited causes in favour of the
poor in other courts, pleaded them himself at the bar, and visited and
comforted the prisoners. He was surnamed the advocate and lawyer of
the poor. Once, not being able to reconcile a mother and a son who
pleaded violently against each other, he went and offered up mass for
them and they immediately came to an agreement together. He never
took a fee, but pleaded all causes without any gratuity. His bishop,
Alan le Bruc, nominated him rector of Tresdretz, and eight years after
his successor, Geoffrey Tournemine, of Lohanec, one of the most consider-
able parishes of the diocese, which he served ten years till his death. He
always rose at midnight to matins and said every day mass with incredible
devotion and fervour. In his preparation he continued long prostrate,
quite absorbed in the consideration of the abyss of his own nothingness
and of the awful majesty of him to whom he was going to offer sacrifice
and the sanctity of the victim. He usually rose bathed in tears, which
continued to flow abundantly during the whole time he was celebrating
the divine mysteries. Upon accepting the first curacy he laid aside furs
and every other ornament in dress which his former dignity obliged him
to wear, and he ever after used the meanest and plainest ecclesiastical
garments that could be worn. His fasts and austerities he rather increased
than abated, fasting, as we observed already, Lent, Advent, and all vigils,
and Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays every week, so severely as to
allow himself no other refection than bread and water. On other days
he only added to his meal a pottage of peas or other pulse or herbs, and
on the principal festivals of the year a couple of eggs. Tears trickled from
his eyes whenever he spoke on spiritual things, which were the usual
subject of his discourse; and such was the energy of his words as pene-